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VM CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 


to be obſerved in Buying and Selling. 
"D-..2 


Late MINISTER at Lawrence-JFewry . LONDON. 


Rules concernins Buying Commoaities. 


5, F F you would not tranſgreſs #6. $1 rules 
in buying ; then firſt take heed that you 
do not diſcommend thoſe Commodities 

that are yery good , which you are about to buy, 

that ſo you may bring down the price of the 

Commodity , and get it tor leſs than it is worth: 

There is a known place of Scripture for this, in 

Prov. 20. 14. It & naught , it & naught, ſaith 

the buyer, but when he is gone his way , then he 

Loafteth. People in Solomons time they were ſo 

wicked , that when they came to the market to 

buy any thing, the buyer he would difcommend 
the Commodity, and ſay, 1t was naught , though 
it were very good and faleable ; but when the 

ſeller was gone , then he would boaſt of what a 

good penny worth he had bought, and the like. 

2. Do not make vows and proteſtations, that 
you will give no more fora Commodity , than 
what you have-firſt offered , when afterwards 
ou will give more. This is a very commoun 
thing with Trades-men: You ſhall have a man 
come to a ſhop, and cheapen a Commodity, and 
the buyer he will ſay, He will not givea far- 
thing more , and the ſeller will ſay, #e will not 


take a farthing leſs, and yet both the buyer 
rok wrakeclG- Now, this 
is no other than a palpable and downright Iyc. 


3. Do not give counterfeit money tor thoſe 

Commodities vou huv z this you haye an cxaltti« 
ple of in Abraham , whey he was to buy the field 
in Machpelah of Ephvon the Hittite , for a bury- 
ing Place, in Cen. 23. 16. faith 4braham, 1 will 
give thee four hundred /kekels of ſilver, currant 
money with the merchand; And therefore you 
tranſgreſs Scripture rules, if you know you have 
braſs money , or counterfeit gold about you, and 
yet pay it away for commodities, you ſinin 
doing ſo , though you your ſelf took it for 
Commodities, 

4. Do not give fora commoditie leſs than in 
your conſcience you think itis worth; Itisan 
open oppreſſion in buying , when you ſeek to 
bring a Commodity under its duc yalue and 
worth. Abraham when he was to buy the 
Cave in Machpelah of Ephron, faith he, I will 
give thee the worth of it in money : And (© Da. 
vid when he was to buy the threſhing-floor of 
Araunan the Jebuſite , 2. Sam. 24. 24. ſaith he 
I will buy it of thee at the full value of it. 

5. Do not long deter the paying for thoſe 
Commodities which you have bought , when 
thou haſt by the wherewithall to pay it: there is an 
excellent place for thisin Prov. 3, 27, 28. with- 
hold not good from them to whom it 15 due, when 
it is in the power of thy hand to do it: ſay 

not unto thy neighbour, Go and come agatn , and 
th tomorrow I will give, when thou haſt it by thee, 
0 This text is referred to works of mercy , but it 
hath relaticn to buying and ſelling, and trading 
in the world: If you &yca man money for a 


| Lommodity , you ought to pay him, and not to 


let him come day after day f-it: and o0 with- 
Cutit, when you have it by vou, 2 Kings. 4.7. 
itisthe badge of a wicked nay in Scripture , not 
20 pay his debits, in Pſa. ;7. 21. the wicked 
borroweth and payeth 0! ba" "2, 

6, Donot enyruls a Comm-utity, thatis, do 
not buy all ofa Commodity into your own hands 
alone , that by that means reu inav fell the 
Commodity at ycur own pric2 ; this is a meer 
oppreſiion , deſtructive to a Commonwealth, 
and to all trading ; the Scriprure_condemns this 
in Prov. 11.26, it is{p. ken there of Corn-mun- 
oers; faith the Text. /7e thit withs!deth coyn, the 
poople {bail curſe him; but bleſizz7 ſhall Le upon 
tte herd 6/ Dt that. ſe:leth 7T TT Soloms1ns 
time there were Corn-moneers that when corn 
x-2s chean, would go andbuy allrhe corn inthe 
Cuntrey, and would keep it up, and fell none Hill 
Corinmaasyery dear; now, faith ihe Texr, Het" at 
Wn thus, the people ſhall c re him for it; but 
bieſiiie [64!l be vpo:r the head of him that felleth 
it, , Now, iris no fin init-ſellto engroft a Com - 
modity , thereby to {ell itthe cheaper , but for a 


man to engroſs a Commodity, meer]y the reby to 
advance the price of it ; this is ſuch an oppreſ- 
ſion , that the people ſhall curſe him forir. 

7. Donvtin your _”—_ a commodity take 
any adyanrage of the miſtake or overſight of the 
ſcller ; as ſuppoſe you ſh.,uld come to a ſhop and 
buy ſo many yards ol cluth , or the like , and he 
ſhould give thee more than is thy due, or take 
Icſs money of thee than is his due , you ſhould 
take no advantage of him inſuchacaſe, but re- 
ſtore it avain: tor, it you take any thing more 
from him than you bought ot him , it istheft ; 
or it you give any leſs torthe Commodity than 
you bargand for, it is theit: there isan excel- 
lent place for this in Gen. 43. 12. Jacob when 
there was a ſamin inthe land, he ſent his ſons 
down into Egypt to buy corn , and Foſeph he 
knowing his brethren , filled their ſacks with 
corn , and put the money which they brought tor 
the corn, in the mouth ot their ſacks again ; and 
when they came home and found their money 
in the mouth of their ſacks , they tuld their fa- 
ther Facob of it; then ſaith hetothem , Go back 
again and take double money in your hand, and 
the moxey that was brought again in the mouth 
of your ſacks, carry it again in your hands , for 
peradventure it was an overſight : here was a 
confcicuiuuſaeſe in Tacob. 

8, Do not buy any Commodiics on the Lords 
Day; it istrue , upon urgent occationsto Maine 
tain life either in man or beaſt, this is lawfull ; 
but to buy any thing, that yuu may well be 
without till monday, in this caſe yuu fin, if you 
buy any thing on the Lords Day; Neh. 10. 31. 
And Nehemnah entred into ane oath , and the 
people with him , that if any of the people of the 
land brought wares, or any vittuals to ſell on the 
Sabbath day , that they would not buy it of them , 
and asthe law did not give them leayeto break 
the Tewiſh Sabbath , ſo neither doth the Goſpel 
give us leave to break the Chriſtian Sabbath ; 
and therefore I cannot ſee but that itisa ſin , for 
men to buy either wine , or beer , or pepper , or 
muſtard, or any other trivial things ( which they 
may well be without ) on the Sabbath Day. 

9, Donotin buying a commodity, work upon 
the neceſſity ofa poor man, that hath need of 
money : this is a great ſin in Trades-men ; they 
know that a poor man wants money , and he 
mult ſell off his ware , or elſe he cannot buy bread 
for his family , and therefore they will work upoa 
his neceſſity, and will not buy the Commodity 
of him, unleſs he will ſell it cheaper then he 
can afford it ; now this isa great oppreſſion, in 
the 25. of Levit 14 If thou byeſt any thing 
of thy neighbouy , or ſelleſt any thing to thy neigh. 
bour , thou muſt not uſe oppreſſcon. There is 
an oppreſſion in buying as well asin ſelling, it 
isa great oppreſſion for rich men to work up- 
on the neceflity of a poor man, to make him ſel! 
cheaper then he can afford, orelſe to buy nothing 
at all of him. 

109, Do not buythoſe things which are not fir 
to be bought and ſold : as firſt, Do nut buy ſtol- 
len goods, they are not fit to be bought : ifthou 
knoweſt that the goods that are to be bought 
are ſtulen g00ds , they are not to be bought, but 
to be reſtorel;, as the recciver is as bad as the 
theif, ſo the buyer is as bad as the thei! : Second. 
ly, Donot buy monuments of 11o0latry, for they 
arc not fit to be bought , as Cruiſes, Beads, and 
Images, and Crucifixes, and inclike. Thridly, 
Do not buy Men tor flayes,th's the Lord reproves 
in Aus. 2,6 Troy jrid tre righteous for 
ſilver, ard te prov j1- © pair of /Fooes;, and 
ſo in Peat, 279. Th i [bait not ſteali thy oro- 
ther and make mori” 11dife of him: We ihould 
therefore take ho left we ſplit our fouls upon 
any oi tho{t ruicks, and letus labour that a:nong 
all our bu. 12s , we buy that which Chriſt bids 
us buy: in #ſty $8.1. Hoevery one that thriſt- 
et5, c:20 vounntorke waters, and hethat hath 
ne movoy , core bu, dud eat, yed come buy wine 
&:& mi.k without mone , and without price, 


Rules Concerning Selling Commoalties. 


1. FF you would not tranſgreſs Scripture 
rules in ſelling Commodities ; then in the 
firſt place do not multiply words in ſcl- 

ling ; the Scripture affords many examples for 

this, as in Cen. 23. 15. Abraham, asItuld you 
before, when he was to buy the caye of Mach. 
pelah , oi Ephron , he told him that ze was worth 
four bundeed ſtekels of ſilver , and Abraham 
preſently vave him ſo much currane monte with 
the merchant + And ſo Gud Himſelt takes upon 

Him to be a ſeller, in Zech. 11, 12. if you 

think good, ſaith God , Give me my price z if 

not , forbear ; multiplicity of words is needleſs; 

In a multitude of words ( ſaith Solomon ) there is 

mm: Menſ la: laviſh and trolick in a ſhop. 

2. Do not commend and over-praiſe a com- 
modity , when you know in your conſcience, 
that there is a fault init! this isa vicious carriage 
in the ſcller , when he ſhall uſe abundance ot fine 
words to ſet out a Commodity when it is not 
good. As the buyer ſhould not diſcommend a 
Commodity whenit isgood ; ſo ſhould not the 
{eller over-praiſe and commend a Commodity, 
when it is naught. ; 

3. Do not ſcll thy Commodities by falſe 
weights nor by falſe meaſures; do not keep a de- 
ceittul ballance . or a deceitful meaſure; this is 
condemned in Amos. 8.5. They makethe E- 


| Þhah ſmall, andthe Shekel great , and falſifie the 


#&tances by docoit* and ſointhe 20, of Prov, 
10, Divers weights, and divers Wtfires 5-both 
of them are alike an abomprdtion unto the Lord. 
Now , this is ſpoken , not that the, weights 
and meaſures in themlelves are anc abomination 
tothe Lord , butonly thoſe inen that do uſe, and 
keep , and (cll by thoſe weights and meaſures ; 
and therefore the Lord gave a ſpecial law for 
this, to all chat did follow tradesin Iſrael, in 
Deut. 25, 14, 15. faith God there , Thoy /halt 
not have in thy houſe diverſe meaſures, a great 
and ajmall , thatis, a great meaſure to buy by 
and a ſmall one to ſellby; Thos {halt not have 
3a thy bag divers weights, agreat and a ſmall, 
but thou ſhalt have a perfett and a juſt weight, 
and a perfeft and a juſt meaſure ſhalt thou 
have , that thy dayes may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee ; and ſo in 
Micah, 6. 10. Is there yet , ' ſaith God , the 
treaſures of wickedneſs in the bouſe of the wic. 
ked , and the ſcant meaſure , which is an abomi. 
zation unto the Lord. 

4. You are to make conſcience in ſelling a 
Commodity , nut only that you do not ſpeak 
falſly , but alſo that you do not ſpeak in an equi. 
yocating manner: It is an obſervation that 
Luther hath upon theſe words , Let no man de- 
fraud his Prother, faith he , there are many 
Shop-kcepers , that will not lye, but they will 
equivocat , verynuch : you ſhall have a Trad(- 
man , to {ell offa Commodi'y he will get a part- 
ner with him , and he ſhall offer him ſo much tor 
a Commodity, and then he will tell the next man 
that comes for that Commodity , that there was 
one offered him ſo much for it but even now ; 
and then they will ay likewiſe, it coſt me fo 
much, when it may be ' they had other things 
with it of a greater value and price , andit may 
be they had a-great deal of time given them to 
pay for it , Whereas the buyer payes ready mo- 
ney ; and many other equivocating words they 
uſe, which is as bad as lying. 

5. Inſcllinga Commodity, do not work upon 
the ignorance or ſimplicity of the man that comes 
to buy the Commodity ; but it you diſcern him 
to be unskilful , rather uſe him the better , than 
the worſe; in Zepha. 1.9. ſaves God there , 1» 
the ſame day alſo will 1 puni/h all thoſe yourg 
men , that leap on the thre/told-, which fill their 
maiſters houſes with violence and deceit? andſo 
in 1 Theſ.4. 6. Let 10 man (faves the Apoltle.) 
99 beyond or defraud his brother in any micr, 
tor the Lord ts the avenger of all ſuch, and ſo in 
2 Pet. 2,3. And through covitouſneſte ſhal' they 
with fained words make merchandiſe of you , 


whoſe judgement lingereth n«t, When men 
ſhall work upon the ignorance of the buyer , and 
ſo adyance the price of the Commodity z this is 
a great (1n. 

6. Do not imbaſe a Commodity from its pri« 
mitive worth and goodneſs, and yet ell it at the 
full price, asit it were good , thereby to get the; 
more by it: this the Scripture condemns ir 
Amos. $.6. They ſell the refuſe of the wheat ; the 
Corn-mongers , inthoſe times they would pick 
out the belt of their wheat , ſl yet fell th 
worſt at the tull price of the beſt : now , thisthe 
Lord condemns ; and ſo in Eſay, 1.22. They 
mingle wine with water , and droſs with ſilver s 7 
the Scriprure condemns this, to imbaſe a Come ? 
modity trom its primitive goodneſs , and yet te 
ſell it at the full value of the beſt. 

7. Be not among the firſt that ſhall raiſe the 
price ofa Commodity ; this I hinted to you be- 
tore, in Prov. 11.26. He that witholdeth corn 
the people ſhall curſe him ; but bleſſing ſhall be 
upon the head of him that ſelleth it. 

$. Benotſo eagerin ſelling of your Commo« 
dities , that you cannot content your ſclyesto ell 
on the ſix dayes of the week , but you mult ſell 
on the Sabbath Day likewiſe ; be not like thoſe 
in Amos. $. 5. ſaying , When will the new moon 
be over , that we may ſell corn , «nd the Sabbath 
be over , that we may ſet forth wheat ? and fo 
in Neh.13, 15, In thoſe dayes , faith the Prophet 
ſaw 1 in Judah , ſome treading wine-preſſes 0u 
the Sabbath , and briagitg, 414 ” 
ding Aſſes , «ndall manner of burdens, w 
they brought into Feruſalem on the Sabbath 
end 1 teſtified againſt them in the day whereix 
they ſold viftuales. Now , this is againſt your 
common fſelling-houſes , and ſhops of mean 
trades, that ſell by retail , that make nothins 
of ſelling ſmall trifling things on the Sabbath Day 
but this is a great ſin. 

9. When youarefound out to be deceitful in 
your dealing, do not juſtifie your deceit ; many 
men, if you come to them, & tell them, that they 
ſell dearer then their neighbours , they will tell 
you , that they do not ; or if you tell chem that 
the Commodity is not good which you bought 
of them, they willſay , it is as good as they can 
afford for the price, and the like; this is con- 
demned in Ephraim, in Hof. 12.7,%. Ephraim is 
a Merchant , the ballances of deceit are in his 
hand , he loveth to oppreſſe, and yet he ſaith, I 
am become rich, and IThave found me out ſub- 
ſtance, andin ell my labours they ſhall find ne 
ruiquity in me, that is lin; you ſhould not juſtific 
your deceit. 

10, Do not ſell thoſe things that are not ſale- 
able; as firſt, donot (ell ſpiritual things, fos 
they are not ſalcable, asin A. 8. 20, Simon Md- 
gs when he would have bought the gift of 
the holy Ghoſt with money Peter ſaith to him, Thy 
money periſh with thee , becauſe thou thoughteſt 
that the gift of God might be purchaſed with 
money. Secondly , do not (ell monumentes of, 
Idolatrie; as Crofles, and Beads, and Images 
and Crucifixes, and conjuring Books, and the 
like; they are not fit to be ſold, asin Af. 19. 19. 
many alſo of them that uſed curious arts, brought 
their books together , and burned them before all 
men aud they counted the price of them and found 
it to be 500900. pieces of tlver; this is ſpoken here 
of conjuring Books; and notwithſtanding they 
were of ſo great a value, they would not fell 
them , but burned them. Thirdly, Do not elf 
thy ſelf as Ahab did, to work wickedneſle; for 
you are nct your own, bur Gods ; and therefore 
you muſt glorifie God in your bodies , and in 
your fouls which are Gods. Fourthly , You muſt 
not ſell ſtollen goods. Fifthly , You muſt not 
ſcll thoſe things that are for nv other uſe , but 
forto commit ſininthe nſingotthem; asfor to 
ſel! ſtuffe to paint harlors faces, isa fin, becauſe | 
it is for no other uſe but to commit. ſin inthe uſe _ 
ing of it, 
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